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Name: Adam R. Taylor 

Title: Mobilizing Hope: Faith-Inspired Activism and 
Following Jesus Christ 
Discussion Guide 

 

This resource is designed to help your small group or college class discussion. It's shaped to inspire you to 
consider new ways to understand the issues discussed in this video. You don’t need to answer all the 
questions. Please allow time for discussion and response. 

 

Materials 

1. Person Interviewed: Adam R. Taylor 

2. Theme of Video: Mobilizing Hope: Faith-Inspired Activism and Following Jesus Christ 

 

Preliminary discussion 

Consider the questions suggested below to start the conversation for your small group or college class. 
They'll consolidate the content of the video, after you've viewed it. 

1.     What were the major themes in this video? 

2.     How do those themes relate to your life and context? 

3.     Discuss the difficulties of the content. What was difficult to understand? Was there anything you would 
like to clarify with the group? 

4.     Theological method: How is the interviewee’s theology and outlook informed and shaped by their 
practical ministry and context? What approaches do they take in understanding God in the context 
of their daily life and ministry? 
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Explore and apply 

Explore the major themes raised in the video. Critically engage with the theology. Consider the questions that 
respond to the issues raised in your preliminary discussion. Apply the answers to these questions in your own 
setting. Ensure the discussion is specifically drawing on your local setting. Make sure the discussion is relevant 
to the lives of faith for your small group or college class Encourage relevant and thoughtful examples from each 
participant. 

1. Adam R. Taylor has a long history of social justice work, and now serves with Sojourners. What is his role 
at Sojourners, and what does Sojourners do? 

2. Adam has a passion for activism, and a core belief in its power. Where does this passion originate, and 
what fuels it? 

3. In Mobilizing Hope Adam says his purpose is “to inspire and mobilize a committed minority of transformed 
nonconformists who creatively apply their faith in fresh, bold, and innovative ways.”  

a. What are “transformed nonconformists”? 

b. Why are they a “committed minority”? 

c. What real life examples does Adam give us of such people? 

d. What are key ways Adam has found to “inspire and mobilize” them? 

e. Why do they need to constantly find “fresh, bold, and innovative” strategies? 

f. How can they lift us and our society “out of the mire and muck of our current reality to a higher 
ground of thought and action”? 

g. What does Adam mean when he says they “accelerate the in-breaking of God’s kingdom”? 

4. What patterns do we need to resist and transform, and how are they contrasted with God’s patterns? (e.g. 
rugged individualism, blind faith in markets, naïve post-racialism, narrow nationalism, service and charity 
instead of addressing systems of injustice) 

5. Does this “committed minority of transformed nonconformists” come from just one racial group or minority, 
or from one political persuasion, partisan affiliation, and theological tradition? 

6. How do we bridge the gap between a growing concern for justice and an inability to channel that concern 
into tangible and sustainable change? 

7. How can we help Christians get better informed about politics and current events? 

8. How can we help them approach the intersection of faith and politics?  

9. What is the root cause (or causes) of injustice? 

10. What does it mean to say that injustice is systematic and structural? And what does that mean for the way 
we seek to address it and bring change? 

11. How and why do justice and compassion often get pitted against each other? 

12. In the Christian worldview, what are the key features of a just society? 

13. What are some of the new and emerging tools for advocacy and organizing that are developing to meet 
the injustices and challenges of our day? 

14. Adam says our generation is the “first post-civil rights generation”? What does he mean by this? What 
challenges and opportunities emerge as a consequence? 

15. Adam says, “What is needed is a dedicated circle of transformed nonconformists who are committed to 
remaking the world in the image of God’s just kingdom because of and not in spite of their faith.” How can 
faith inhibit or enable this vision? 

16. What is the “Chicago Invitation”? What does it cover, and why was it needed? 

 

17. What is the role of story and public narrative in bringing justice and change? 
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18. We often see Jesus wrong (the bling bling, or apocalyptic, or privatized, or apolitical, or Constantinian 
Jesus, etc.). What does the “holistic Jesus” look like, and where does he lead us? 

19. Let’s apply all this to a current American and global issue: displaced people and people seeking asylum. 
How can people of faith stand in solidarity with people seeking refuge? And how do we move from fear to 
welcome, love, hospitality, and embrace? 

20. What does Adam love about his ministry? 

21. What breaks Adam’s heart or causes him grief? 

22. What is most misunderstood about the things Adam says? 

23. If Adam could say one thing to the church today, what would it be? 

 

Informing Community 

Facilitate the space for your group to respond to the discussion. You might consider this section as a personal 
time of written journal responses to the following questions. 

1.     What is God encouraging our group and me, to do? 

2.     In response to the issues raised in the video, what are areas I want to ask God for forgiveness in? How do 
I need to change? What does God want me to stand up for? 

3.     How do I need God to minister to me and my community, for us to better engage with the 
contextual issues of our community? 

4.     How can I gain a better understanding of the issues discussed in this video? What do we ask that God 
would do in our hearts? 

 

Prayer 

Spend time in prayer over what you’ve learnt. 

Invite the ministry of the Holy Spirit to clarify, heal, and inspire change for your participants and communities.  

 

Links 

Website: www.theglobalchurchproject.com  

Books:  

Graham Hill and Grace Ji-Sun Kim. Healing Our Broken Humanity: Practices for Revitalizing the Church and 
Renewing the World (IVP, 2018). 

Graham Hill, GlobalChurch: Reshaping Our Conversations, Renewing Our Mission, Revitalizing Our 
Churches (IVP Academic, 2016). 

Graham Hill, Salt, Light, and a City (Second Edition): Ecclesiology for the Global Missional Community: 
Volume 1, Western Voices (Cascade, 2017). 
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